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Ancient Northeast Ohio: lectures by Roy Larick & Jay Haarburger 
 
SOUTH EUCLID, Ohio—7 November 2014—Notre Dame College’s (NDC’s) Clara 

Fritzsche Library will host “Ancient Northeast Ohio,” a presentation by archaeologist, 

author and Euclid historian Dr. Roy Larick and Jay Haarburger of the South Euclid-

Lyndhurst Historical Society. The presentation will take place on Tuesday, November 

18th at 7:00 p.m. in the library. Afterwards the speakers will take questions from the 

audience and Larick will sign copies of his book. The event is free and open to the 

public. Light refreshments will be served.  

A native of Euclid, Ohio, Dr. Roy Larick is an archaeologist, author, Euclid historian and 

founder of the Bluestone Heights Group, which uses mapping to understand natural and 

historic change in the local landscape. He attended Ohio University and holds a M.A. 

from Case Western Reserve University and a Ph.D. in anthropology from SUNY at 

Binghamton. Larick taught anthropology at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

and has directed research in Africa, Asia, Europe and South America focusing on 

intercontinental human migrations.  His findings have been published in numerous 

scholarly journals including Nature and World Archaeology.  Larick is also the author of 

several books on local history including Euclid Creek, published in 2005 by Arcadia 

Publishing as part of its Images of America series and Euclid Township, 1796-1801: 

Protest in the Western Reserve (Western Reserve Historical Society, 2003). An avid 

blogger and popular lecturer, he often collaborates with other sustainability 

organizations and conducts eco-history tours throughout the Northeast Ohio region.  

Larick’s talk entitled “The Nature of Place and Human Settlement in Northeast Ohio,” 

will examine the natural history and development of the Central Portage Escarpment, 

the sloped lands holding the basin of Lake Erie’s Central Basin against the Appalachian 

Highlands. These lands are seen as a weave of natural and cultural forces, with Native 

Americans adapting to the place, while Euro-Americans transformed it to meet their 

cultural needs. In his presentation, Larick will show how cultural forces came to 

dominate nature and how we might rebalance the weave to live more sustainably within 

our place.  Larick’s philosophy of deep history uses geology, geography, biology and 

culture to identify significant urban features and ecologies for responsible regional 

mailto:bjohnston@ndc.edu


planning. One example of this is the Lacustrine Refuge project, the creation of a four-

acre wetland adjacent to lower Euclid Creek in Cleveland’s Wildwood Lakefront State 

Park to restore 1,100 feet of the creek’s historic oxbow meander. Returning the creek to 

its natural channel creates a habitat for wildlife, reduces polluted runoff and will 

generate recreational opportunities at nearly twice the project cost of $1.4 million. Larick 

sees the next step as the creation of a Lower Euclid Creek Greenway, a recreational-

residential green corridor with multi-use trail connecting Wildwood Park and Euclid 

Creek Park. 

A resident of South Euclid and alumnus of Brush High School, Haarburger graduated 

from Eastern Michigan University with a B.S. in Geography. He also holds a geographic 

information systems (GIS) certification from Cleveland State University. A member of 

the Association of American Geographers, his interest in Ohio history and archaeology 

led him to become involved with the South Euclid-Lyndhurst Historical Society, where 

he serves as treasurer and trustee. In addition to this, he volunteered on the Cleveland 

Memory Project and is the discoverer of Ohio Archaeological Inventory item 33Cu529, 

“Euclid Falls engraved sandstone block” found during an exploration of the Euclid Creek 

area in March 2012. Haarburger recently received an internship with the City of 

Cleveland Department of Public Utilities as a Quality Assurance Analyst in the GIS field. 

In 2011 Haarburger organized “Strawberries, Baskets and Underwear” a series of 

presentations on the history of South Euclid held at Phoenix Coffee House in downtown 

South Euclid.  These lectures formed the basis of “South Euclid: Prehistory to Present,” 

a lecture presented last January at the Clara Fritzsche Library by Haarburger and Karen 

Lakus of Cleveland MertroParks. Haarburger’s upcoming talk will focus on the history of 

Native American civilization in Northeast Ohio. 

For further information about this event, contact Karen Zoller at 216.373.5267 or 

kzoller@ndc.edu. For more about Larick’s Bluestone Heights organization, go to 

http://bluestoneheights.org/bsh/. 

 

Notre Dame College, a Catholic institution in the tradition of the Sisters of Notre Dame, 
educates a diverse population in the liberal arts for personal, professional and global 
responsibility. NDC offers bachelor’s degrees in 29 disciplines plus interdisciplinary programs 
and self-designed majors. A master’s degree in education and a teacher certification program 
are available as well as continuing and professional development programs for adult learners 
and one of greater Cleveland’s oldest weekend colleges. Notre Dame College offers 21 athletic 
programs for men and women, including football, which debuted in fall 2009. 
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